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“The Crews Center 
is a non-academic 
unit that serves as an 
entrepreneurial hub 
for the University of 
Memphis and fosters a 
culture of innovation and 
entrepreneurship  
on campus and in  
the community.”

- Mike Hoffmeyer, 
Crews Center director 

2018–19 HIGHLIGHTS
The Crews Center for Entrepreneurship had a great school year 
highlighting entrepreneurship for students at the UofM.

Student ambassadors and workers were on board for the fall and 
spring semesters. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA METRICS

Our Facebook page Likes increased from 573 to 662 since Aug. 2018.

 

CREWS CENTER FELLOWS

Paula Anderson and Mitch Baker are 
working on business projects. Anderson 
has developed a quarterly digital magazine, 
memphissmallbusinessquarterly.com, 
 and Baker has created yearly.com.



WOMEN ENTREPRENEURSHIP WEEK 2018

A panel discussion served as the platform to talk about technology education, entrepreneurship and 
coding/programming during Women Entrepreneurship Week. Panelists included: Dr. Denise Ferebee, 
assistant professor of Computer Science at LeMoyne-Owen College; Dr. Theresa Woodard, founder 
of TWMed Consulting, LLC; Dr. Lan Wang, chair of the UofM Department of Computer Science; Tecia 
Marshall, chapter lead for Black Girls CODE; and Deveeshree Nayak, UofM graduate student in 
Information Systems.

“Women-founded companies are the fastest growing entrepreneurial segment today with a growth of 
45% over the last decade,” said Bryan Barringer. “The all-female panel from our event highlighted the 
accomplishments and struggles for women in this space while providing some actionable advice for 
future female founders. I enjoyed every minute.”

Student ambassadors James Brown, Anna Bloomer and Mitch Baker participated in the program and 
assisted with the project planning.

 

WELCOME BACK INITIATIVE 2019

Students gathered on Jan. 17 to network and learn 
more about the resources at the Crews Center.

CONTENT CREATION LAB

“We are excited to announce that the Crews 
Center for Entrepreneurship now offers a 
lab just for creating media content for your 
entrepreneurial needs,” said Bryan Barringer. 
“We have a new camera, lighting gear and media 
production machines, you will now be able create 
a variety of video and audio content customized 
for your specific purposes.”
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INAUGURAL FALL E-NEWSLETTER

A digital newsletter was created to share 
information, resources and highlights with our 
students, stakeholders and community supporters. 
The e-newsletter featured Micah Dempsey and 
Christopher Galbreath, co-founders of  
Belltower Artisans.

Summer Owens, UofM alumna, who is the founder 
of S.O.What! and the author of Life After Birth, a 
personal testimony about the challenges she faced 
as a teen mother.

Daniel Smothers, UofM accounting student and 
social entrepreneur, developed Santa’s Workshop 
while in high school. Each year, he makes 3-D 
printed toys for children to receive during the 
Christmas holiday season.

Jay Murphy and Toti Cuervo, co-founders of 
Studious, are working on a business concept that 
blends education and technology.

“Studious is an educational start-up to help with 
shared note-taking for students in the classroom,” 
said Murphy.

Cuervo added, “The purpose is to empower 
students to share notes and take ownership 
of the note-taking process. There will be an 
accountability process to ensure students are 
contributing to the note-taking collaboration.”
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CAREERQUO

Venki Mandapati, a UofM graduate student, was the 2018 Fast Pitch winner. His business concept was 
an online platform for mentoring. The business model connects coaches (professionals) with players 
(mentees). He and his partner, Derrick Reives, have raised approximately $100,000 from a group of UofM 
alumni investors.

 

PITCH WORKSHOPS

Bryan Barringer, entrepreneur-in-
residence, worked with students to 
get them prepared for the Fast Pitch 
competition. A series of workshops were 
held to explain the Lean Canvas business 
model to students pitching their  
business ideas.

TOP TIGER DAY

On March 22, the Crews Center hosted Top Tiger Day 
with an intimate conversation with Crews Center alumnus 
Sankaet Pathak.

Pathak started his company out of the Crews Center 
in 2015. Since that time, he has expanded to a staff of 
60 employees and has worked with over 100 financial 
industry clients.

Student entrepreneurs had the opportunity to listen to his 
accomplished entrepreneurial journey.

“It is a great opportunity for budding entrepreneurs and 
students on campus to meet with UofM Alumni Sankeat 
and hear his story. It is particularly fascinating because 
SynapseFI started right here at Crews where we all are 
working to build great products,” said Venki Mandapati, 
UofM graduate student and founder of Careerquo

Photos Courtesy of CareerQuo
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FAST PITCH COMPETITION

UofM students competed for cash prizes pitching their business ideas in the Fast Pitch competition. 
This year’s participants were Daniel Smothers, Michelle Miles, Jessica Brening, Mia Williams, Kelse 
Matthews, Surabhi Naik and Venki Mandapati. Naik was the first-place winner, while Miles finished in 
second. She also received the People’s Choice Award. The cash prizes were $2,500 to both the first 
and second place winners.

“It was fun ... I got to give samples out and let people hear my product ideas,” Breining said.

The judges were Phillip Ashley Rix, Regina Ann Campbell, Mitch Spurlock and Kayla Rodriquez-Graff.

 

SPRING E-NEWSLETTER

Our spring e-newsletter highlights Fred Jones, UofM 
alumnus and founder of the Southern Heritage  
Classic (SHC) football game between Tennessee State  
and Jackson State.

"The Classic was created to allow both schools to bring 
alumni together to enjoy football,” said Jones. Both 
schools tried to host football games in Memphis on their 
own, but according to Jones, the business model to 
merge sports and entertainment was more successful.

"The game is the magnet, but the entertainment makes 
the entire event stand out.”
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YEAR END NETWORKING EVENT

Students gathered on April 18 to listen to  
Dr. Earle J. Fisher who is a graduate of the 
UofM and a local pastor, community leader and 
entrepreneur.

Fisher spoke to students about social justice 
using a framework for entrepreneurship. He also 
shared comments on how poverty impacts our 
city and its citizens.

Student entrepreneurs Ryan Pierce, Michelle 
Miles and Daniel Smothers gave reflections 
about their experience at the Crews Center.

 

EPICENTER | COMMUNITY PARTNER

“As a hub organization, Epicenter strategically connects and expands the 
network of support for all entrepreneurs in the Memphis region. We pilot bold, 
new solutions and collaborate with partners to ensure entrepreneurs have 
access to the resources they need to launch and thrive locally," said Regina 
Ann Campbell, chief program officer for Epicenter.

COMPASS FEATURE

Teamwork is just one of the skills 
you will learn while working on 
a business idea. Students from 
the University of Memphis 
and LeMoyne-Owen College 
collaborated to develop a business 
concept to help homeowners 
handle service calls related to 
electricity, heating, air conditioning 
and plumbing during the ImagineU 
summer internship program in 2018.
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